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TrE PROSPECT O/JF MOTORCYCLE SA¥ETY EDUCATION R )
IN SECONDARY SCROOLS A .

/
(Remarks by Dr, Alfred S. Xing, Coordimator of Driver Education,
Egst Carolina Univers:i ty at the 4.C. Conferenee on Eighway Safety,
Chapel Hill, North Carolina, November 21 » 1974) o
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If the title of this presentation were stated in the form of a question, I
could quickly glve this'simple answer: otorcycle Safety Education in our secondar
schools is on its way and may very well becare mardatory in the not too distant -
\f’ut-ur'e » therefore, educators had better be deciding where it best fits'into the »

secordary curriculum ahd fird teachers prepared to instruct it. " ) .
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Educators seem to be moving into a very familar position - that of having to
e'xpediently meet the demands of their constituency, in this case, oi‘fering motor-

cycle safety education to all high sghool students. (I am not distounting the

need to offer it at lover levels, however, tnzt is rot my issue today ) The
rranufacturers are too busy selling and ser'vicing their products and could not
feasibly or properly inst*'uct each purclraser in motor-cycle safety. However, they . ‘

. have not abandoned 21l educational actix;i,ty but are responding,to this need .
through the Motoreycle Safety Foundation (M.S.F.). '

FOTORCYCLE SAFETY itxn&ﬁurrou's INVOLVEMENT |
- * The I'ptoreycle Safety Foundation is sponsored By tre glants'of the industry
(Ponda Suzuki, Yamaha, Kawasaki and Harley—Davidson) for the specific purpose of .
developing programs and rraterials which promote motorcycle safety education. -
Although only about three years old, the I-’Aotorcycle Safety Foundation has sponsorec
nurerous ﬂorlfsmos across the nation for the purpose of preparing college people: ,

3

to develop and instruct teacher preoaration courses at their resoectiVe univer-
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sities. The Mptorcycle Safety Foundation has also developed instructional and
4 . PN .

C

informational materials in addition to,sponsoring and lending their expertise .
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wherever possible to help udversities begin theip pr'ograms of prvepair'atioo for
secondary school teachers. These activities vividly reflect the sincere interest

of motoreycle menufacturers to .accept a degree of resoonsibility‘ f‘or preparing

youngsters for the saf‘er operation of motorcycles

TPETUS FACTS ’

s

Tre impetus for secondary schools to get involved in of‘f‘ering motorcycle
sa;f‘e'oy edwatim L'LES cand.dlj in the statistics of accidents, in,juries and :

. nunbers of mtoréycles nr*,n ,ar-o1ina recorded 2,8€9 mtoreycle acc*dents in

‘: possibility for’ bodily injury’ to rmtorcycljsts who have accidents, these same
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3973 vhich proauced 2,563 .njumes ard 91.fatalities. The 1973 registration

“lgures st 95, 517 motore ycles in North Carolmzﬂb/fm‘ﬁaomxmately 78,000

in 1972 and projected esci:rate of 115, OOO motoreycles to be r-eg.stered in this

year Of 1974. rationally tne 1974 regiscraticns are expected to move ver'y close

to 5 000 000 from the 4,353, 502 reglstered in 1973. -
Accor'ding to the ’Iationa.l ~af‘et:y Council's "Acciaent Facts" rm\blication the

motorcyclist risk of‘ fatal injury on our ration s highways is a.oproxirrately 4y time

- @s great as,tihat of the autciobile driver. Tt is also common lmowledge that the

‘first few months ‘of motoercycle driw;ing are the rost treacherous fer operators.

Some experts ¢laim that as high as 70 percent of all rrotorcycle accidents occur to
[
drivers with less than six months exoerience on the road. . Borrowers of motorcycles

apparently a [low experience group, also are reported te have a~high accident rate.’

Y

Trese ] ted facts which I have just related admonish parents to be

' exceptiona_ll caufious when rra.lfing the decision as to whether to provice a motor—

cycle for trrir y ung*tkr s ﬁm and transportation. Since nany parents cannot

long parry %l,ixe copstapt volley of" denands by their of‘f‘sprin('s f‘or a motoreycle,

+

they eventua{ly ve in. Consequentiy, because of the:'lr.mc_mledge of the high

Ty




N & ~

parents will beccme formidable foes for school bcards if they fail to br-ing about

provisions in the scn?sol curriculun for motorcycle saf‘ety education. ’I’nis is the
primary. premise upon which I base my belief trat motomycle safety education will ‘
soon be a r'andate for the secondary school curriculum in many school systems., .
\Ot"}er factors which ‘w11l hasten the move foz; rorcycle .safety education in
the secondary school are the requirement for a licerise endorsement foR the operator

of a motoreycle and the fact that two states rdu d org other wili shor'tly require

.a course in’ rotoreycle saf‘ety by operators under the are of‘ 18 prior to licensing.

comoleted his driver education 1nst*'uctif*n This sequence allows the student to

) .,afety varying betr.eené 22-25 instructional hours The *course includes llsllt hours »

—

This training is in additioh to the driver education requirenent. ' L.

THE MOTORCYCLE SAFETY PROGRAM - ,
Tre motoreycle safet <Y ‘Program should be voluntary and come after a student %

devote more time to on—cycle ir.struction The tajpr nurdle for most new operators
is the developrent of Sx{ill in the use and coordination of controls w'ithout having’
to interrupt their visual activities involved in the I .P.D.E. or-ocess Theref‘ore

on-cycle activities should consume tn‘e 'raJority of time spent during the tr'aining
periog. ' .- ‘ T

A.D.T.S.C.A., 1 a rew publication "Polic'ies -and Guldelines for otoreycle

Safety Education: "n-Street Riders, reco*re'zds a specif‘*c course for mtorcycle

3y e

of classrocm ins“ruction seven rours 4n an off=street range envirorment and four

hours on-street, . '

-

MOUTORCYCLES FURNISHED » ‘(,—. ,

It has beert no prob’lem for existing programs to, obtain mtorcycles on loan '

from local dealers and nore are expected for new prog'rams Dealer cooperation will
. - - . 4 . \
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varyﬂaccor,'ding.to his persoral feelings about participating in a program, but all
have the prereogative of accebti.ng a nbnetary incentive from the manufacturers: for '

involvement in a notorcycle safety program with any public scoool system. It has

R i

been my obser'vat* cn that ro ore 0% motorcycles has been, nationally, more

active in br'ogr-am participat on, norwever, the ronda dealer .in Jr'eenville North
‘Carolina and the mnda representative cove"ing Xorth Carolina have been rpst
help‘ul to my pr'ograr I might add that they did so without any semblance of a

)

" hassle.

LOCAL EFFORT ¢

-

My £inal staterents will deaJ. #ith local impetus. Initially the program

should be undbrtaken with the expectatison that there will be continuing local

supoor't involved. the retereycle Safety Foundation and the dealers ca.pl. be counted
\pon to guide consult , ;and produce thelr prearraMzed contr'ibutions but a sus-
taining program nseds str'onb local com.itrrents Instructor salaries teaching

-

alds and raterials, insurance premiums, classroom space, off-street training areas

[ R ] . ° .
and tralls, storage space for the motcreycles and a co‘ntihgency fund. for maintenancs
and repair of the motorcycles rmust tf assured on a continuous basis. Too many

pmgrams my ’come in like the proverbial l*on and go out mmriedly like a lamb 1if .

they totally derend upon outside sources to sustain their pr'ogr'am ; ¢ ;
~ ' : ’ . to,
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